DOCWffiNT RESUME 



. % ED 237 297 

AUTHOR 
TITLE 



PUB DATE 

PUB TYPE 

EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTOR! 



IDENTIFIERS 



; ■ ■ ' . " RC 014 475 

Barker , Bruce O. ; ;Muse, Ivan D." ' , 
A Research Report of Small/Rural School Districts In 
North Dakota Compared to School Districts, of Similiar 
Nationwide* % • , 

Nov 83 A . - * \/ 

" 9pW For related documents, see ED 22S 013, ED 231 V 
-573, ED 431 683, and RC 014 470-479, 
Reports - Re search/Techri i cal (143) - ■ ' 

jMFOl/PCOl Plus Postage, " ^ • *'.' - m 

^-^Ac a.d N em i c Achievement; Athletics; Comparative • T 

Analysis; *Curr iculum; Declining Enrollment; 

Educational (Finance; Educational Resources; 

Elementary Secondary Education ; Profiles; *School 
. Districts; Sehpo,l Size; *Small Schools; State ; 

Surveys; Student Teacher Ratio; *Super Lntendents; 1 # 

*Teachers ; Teacher Salaries; Transportation f 

*No.rth Dakota 



P" 



ABSTRACT 

* The |tudy compared* nationwide research findings about 

t^£ districts/ superintendents, teachers, programs, and student 
performance in 642 public school districts with an enrollment of- 900 
or less (defined as small/rural) to data from a random sample of 
school districts of similar size in North Dakota* Data were collected 
from superintendents by , questionnaire during the 1982^83 school year* 
Twenty-nine of North Dakota's 216 small/rural schoo3*distr icts , or 
74,4% of those surveyed, responded* North Dakota sniaw/rural school 
districts averaged 228 students with 116. 2 students/per school, both 
£ igures less than national averages. The last bond^issue averaged 
$212,125 compared to $716,000 nationally, and 62. l/ 
reported declining enrollments compared to 36,2% ™ 
55,4% of the superintendents surveyed nationally 'held master's 
degrees, over 96% o£ North Dakota small school superintendents held 
master's degreed, None held education specialists degrees, compared 
to 31*5% nationally. Although most North Dakota superintendents held 
full-time positions , their salaries were lower than national figures * 
Teacher/student ratios matched the national .averages and teacher 
salaries and duties also compared favorably * Graduating seniors 
exhibited high academic achievement in North Dakota,' Nearly half went 
on to college , . compared to 38*6% nationally., School programs compared 
favorably in the areas of curriculum and resource personnel but less 
so in the area of sports programs, (SB) 
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A RESEARCH REPORT OF SMALL/RURAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN NORTH DAKOTA 
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North Dakota ■ ' '■ 

A descriptive report of K-12 public school districts in North Dakota 
enroll Ing 900 students or less compared to nationwide research findings 
for rural school districts of stmtliar s ize. Twenty-nine districts were 
surveyed irr North Dakota; 642 districts frere surveyed in the national s 

The study gathered data related to the rural district,' the school 
superintendent, the teachers, school programs, and student performance. . 
Data was collected during the 1 982-83 school year, 
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A RESEARCH REPORT, OF SMALL /SURAL SCHOOL ' DISTRICTS IN NORTH DAKOTA 
I COMPARED TO SCHOOL DISTRICTS OF SIMILAR SlZE NATIONWB)E- - 

by * * 

4 Bruce 0, Barker and Ivan D* Muss. 



INTRODUCTION 

:ors have taken .an interest in the 



Until recently, comparatively few educate 



* strengths and challenges of America's small/rurnl schools r , despite* the fact 

l . . .• _ ^ * ** " W-t, * , 

that almost one^third of Americana youngster i ~ end/ schools classified as 
rural' (REA New| ,, 1982). With the decline 1 in school consolidation' and the 
current population shift to non-metropolitan areas (B£al,' . 1975) it * is 

*- . t ■>* * * - 

clearly evident that rural schools will continue to play a significant, role 
in the future educational development of a 'large segment of f qur society, 
' Current ly, very little data are available about rural school* systems in, our 

society. This is particularly true of K-12 systems -enrolling .less than 1,000 

■ * . ** s • . ■ 

j students (JJaehtigal,* 19,79) / * f . , " 

* * • » 

The purpose of ^ this report is to present major findings of K-12 rural 
school districts in North Dakota with those of a nationwide study complied by 
Barker (1933), in which descriptive data were collected oti K-12 and/or 1-12 
rural school systems enrolling 900 students or less* " The findings war! gathered 
during the 1982-83 academic yearl ' - ■ * 
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METHOD 



, f Using the .Education. Directory, Fall J 980: " Local Education 'Agencies as 
a reference, a hand *eoun£ was " made of all K-iV and 1-12 public school 

" ' • ■ " . ■■ ■ ■■ , ~~ • ; ■ 

districts in the' United States which enroll 900 students or • less. Of the 
nations 15,601 public districts, 4,125 '(26^4 percent) were^ identified as' 
qualifying K-12 or 1-12, systems. In North Dakota, 216 qualifying districts were 
identified. These districts /represented ?66,3 percent of the state's 326 

* is 1 
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w public school dlstr: 
a Quest ionnairet 

districts in; the - 
642 districts (78 
in North Dakota* 
questions relat 
teachers, '-school^ 



7,048 students* . \ 

superintendents of 816 - randomly / selectee) ! ' 
Completed questionnaires ware returned from 
ce^r Th? same questionnaire was mailed to 39 districts 
jponded * (74,4 percent), The**, ques t i onna i re po s ed 
uraj. district , the school -superintendent , *■ the 

* I 4" " ,( . 

i * ' ' ■ i 

a studerit performance, , 



- FINDINGS " 

A comparison of the major findings in North Dakota with those of /the 

national study are reported in Table 1* % 

* ■* ■ =*. . - 

CONCLUSION • 

North Dakota is one of* the leading states in the nation in relation to* the 
number of rural districts which make up the state's public school system. It is 
clearly evident, that the operation and management of the "small/rural district 
poses challenges and rewards, in many ways, uniquely different from those" of a 
large urban ^district , and even many -larger rural districts. It is hoped that, 
the information presented herein will assist North Dakota educators, and others 
interested in education, to more knowledgeably enhance the strengths and address 
the needs of^the, small/rural districts -within, the state. 
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TABLE 1 



COMPARISON OF RESEARCH FINDINGS ON 12 -PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN NORTH DAKOTA 
AND. THOSE NATIONWIDE, ENROLLING *9Q0 STUDENTS 0£ LESS . 1983, ' " 



The Rural Diet rise 



.1- 
2: 

3, 

4, : 
5, 

7, 



8. 

to, 



X, 



Average student enrollment per district * 
Average numWr^ of sohools^per district^ 
Average, s tudetu; 'enrollment per school 
Average, geographical^ size of district- in 
square miles ' t 
Percent of student's bussed to school 
Mean farthest one-way distance students 
bussed (miles) .7. ■ *.'/ 

Percent of districts reporting receipt of 
state aid or funding for small ^school 
districts "" y . ' 

Average dollar amount of last bond issue 
Percent of districts passing last bond issue 
Percent of districts reporting declining 
enrollments, 



The Superintendent 

I. Average age of superintendjfet 
2* Percent of superintendents holding 

master's as highest degree 
3* Percent of superintendents holding Ed, 

Specialist degree 
4* Percent of superintendents holding 

doctorate degree 
5, Average tenure as superintendent (years) 
fr* Percent oi superintendents reporting .annual 

salary in excels of $35,000, 

7, Percenti of full-time superintendents 

8, Percent of superintendent /principal- 
combinations * 

9* Percent of superintendents who worked -„ 
for district prior to appointment as 
superintendent" 

The Teachers 7 . ■ - . 



3. 

4, 

5. 
6, 
7, 



Average number -of, elementary teachers in 
district 

Average number of secondary teachers in 
district / % * ' , ._ 

Average teacher/student ratio , 
Percent ieacfeer turnover K 1982-83) 
Mean beginning teacher salary (1982-83) 
Mean top teacher salary (1982-831 
Mean current teacher salary (198i-83) 



North Dakota, Nation ! 



v * • . - 

* 

228 
1.7 
116.2 ; 


436 
. 2.4 
188.5 


232 f 
67..5 


245 
64.4 


' 23.4 


19.0 


29.6 
$212,125 
93.-1 


24.2 . 
$716,000 -v 
. 87.5 "■ 


62.1 


36.2 


42 , 7 


47.1 


.96 . 6 


* * , - - * ^ 


' 0 


31.5 , 


3.4 
5.6 ■ 


. - 1371 ' 
8.5 


24.1 

96,6 


37.4* 
75.8 


3.4 




13.8 


29.4' 


. 7.3 


,14.4 


.9.3 
1:13.7 
819 
$13,211 
$19,226- 
$16,013 . 


15.7 
1:14,5" 

8.6 ^ .y 

$12,492 
$20,506 
$16,377 



Table 1 (continued) 



.Variable 



Percent of districts offering the following 
courses as a part of their curriculum: 

Spanish f 
German 

French \ - 

Calculus - 1 

Chemistry 

Computer Science 

Electronics * 

Vocational Agriculture 

Physics 



North Dakota Nation 



0 ' 


41,8 


11.1 


9.7 


14,8 


18.9 


33.3 


35.9 


81.5 


79.4 


70,4' 


60.3 


7.4 


13.0 


55 , 6 


63.1 


74.1 


67,7 
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